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It’s Christmas Eve - it’s dark out-side, the church is packed with 
families, the atmosphere is alive with excitement. The children 

stand with their lighted candles, the music starts and the church 
lights are dimmed. In the candlelight the children’s voices fill the air 
as they celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, the greatest gift 

of all.  

The Light of the world is come. 

St. Mary’s Church, Ambleside will be holding its  

Christingle service  
at 5.30pm on Christmas Eve. 

Introduced by the Children’s Society over fifty years ago, Christingle 
Services have raised money to help vulnerable young people all 

over the United Kingdom. 

Over a million children nationwide will be taking 
part in candlelit Christingle services this year. 

Please come and join in this wonderful occasion 
at Ambleside - but arrive in plenty of time - it’s 

always a full house! 

Stay Curious 

Try Alpha 

Course starting 13th January 2025 

3-4pm Ambleside Parish Centre LA22 9DH 

To book, call 015394 34172 or  

email socials@stmarysambleside.org.uk 
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Events and services in December and January 
(for Brathay please see P. 11) 

Sunday 
1st December 

9.15am Reflective service 
11am Contemporary service 

Monday  
2nd December 

9am Mission Community prayers (Zoom) 
10am St Mary’s prayers (Zoom) 
2pm Monday Meet-up  

Wednesday  
4th December 

10.30am Holy Communion at Millans Court 
followed by Carols 

Sunday 
8th December 

9.15am Reflective service 
11am Contemporary service 

Monday 
9th December 

9am Mission Community prayers (Zoom) 
10am St Mary’s prayers (Zoom) 
2pm Monday Meet-up  

Wednesday  
11th December 

6pm - Community Carol Service 

Sunday 
15th December 

9.15am Reflective service 
11am Contemporary service 

Monday  
16th December 

9am Mission Community prayers (Zoom) 
10am St Mary’s prayers (Zoom) 
2pm Monday Meet-up  

Sunday  
22nd December 

9.15am Reflective service 
11am Contemporary service 

Monday  
23rd December 

9am Mission Community prayers (Zoom) 
10am St Mary’s prayers (Zoom) 
2pm Monday Meet-up 

Tuesday  
24th December 

5.30pm - Christingle 
11pm - Holy Communion at Midnight 
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Wednesday  
25th December 

11am - Christmas Day 

Sunday  
29th December 

9.15am Reflective service 
10.15 Shared hospitality 
11am Contemporary service 

Monday 30th 
December 

9am Mission Community prayers (Zoom) 
10am St Mary’s prayers (Zoom) 

Sunday 
5th January 

9.15am Reflective service 
11am Contemporary service 

Monday  
6th January 

9am Mission Community prayers (Zoom) 
10am St Mary’s prayers (Zoom) 
2pm Monday Meet-up  

Wednesday  
8th January 

11am Holy Communion at Millans Court 

Sunday 
12th January 

9.15am Reflective service 
11am Contemporary service 

Monday 
13th January 

9am Mission Community prayers (Zoom) 
10am St Mary’s prayers (Zoom) 
2pm Monday Meet-up  

Sunday 
19th January 

9.15am Reflective service 
11am Contemporary service 

Monday  
20th January 

9am Mission Community prayers (Zoom) 
10am St Mary’s prayers (Zoom) 
2pm Monday Meet-up  

Sunday  
26th January 

9.15am Reflective service 
11am Contemporary service 

Monday  
27th January 

9am Mission Community prayers (Zoom) 
10am St Mary’s prayers (Zoom) 
2pm Monday Meet-up 
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Dear Friends, 

As we approach the Christmas season, I’d like to 
warmly invite you to join us for our special Christmas 
celebrations at St. Mary’s Ambleside. Christmas is a 
time when we reflect on the profound hope, peace, 
and joy brought into the world through the birth of 
Jesus Christ. His arrival speaks of God's love for all 
people and His desire to draw near to us. Whether you have a long 
tradition of churchgoing or are simply curious about the deeper 
meaning of Christmas, we welcome you to come and celebrate with 
us. 

We warmly invite you to our Christmas services: 

Carols by Candlelight – Wednesday 11th December at 6pm. 

Christingle Service – Tuesday, 24 December at 5:30 pm, a 
family-friendly celebration with candles and carols. 

Midnight Communion – Tuesday, 24 December at 11:00 pm, as 
we reflect and welcome Christmas Day with reverence and 
joy. 

Christmas Morning Celebration – Wednesday, 25 
December at 11:00 am, a joyful gathering to 
celebrate the birth of Christ.  

In addition to these special services, we’ve also 
introduced changes to our regular Sunday worship to provide more 
opportunities for all ages to engage with faith in a way that feels 
meaningful and authentic. 

9:15 am Reflective Service 

This service offers a peaceful and contemplative space for those who 
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REFLECTIVE COMMUNION  

Ambleside Parish Centre 

Thursdays 1:45-2:30pm  

Gather with others for a quiet and peace-filled service, 

hearing words of comfort and love, praying for ourselves 

and others. All are welcome, whether you have a faith or 

are simply curious. No need to book.  

appreciate traditional worship. With communion most weeks, well-
loved hymns, and moments of quiet reflection, it provides a sacred 
time to pause, pray, and reconnect with God. 

11:00 am Contemporary Service 

Our new 11:00 am service is designed to be more informal, 
welcoming people of all generations, including families, youth, and 
students—especially those who might not be familiar with church. 
Through contemporary worship music, prayer, and a focus on 
community, this service creates a space where everyone can explore 
faith at their own pace. Afterward, we regularly share lunch together, 
deepening our connections over good food and conversation. 

We hope you’ll join us this Christmas and beyond, as we celebrate 
the joy and love that Jesus brings to the world. 

With blessings and warm Christmas wishes, 
Andy Smith, Team Rector, Ambleside 
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Delivering the Parish Mag  

We aim to deliver a magazine to all the houses in the parish, but we 

have vacancies to deliver to one or two streets. If you could take on a 

monthly slot, please get in touch. 

Ambleside & District Choral Society 

Christmas Concert 

At St Mary’s Church, Ambleside 

On 14th December  

at 7.30pm 

The joy and wonder of Christmas is at the heart of Ambleside & 
District Choral Society’s Christmas .  

The performance begins with Joseph Haydn’s ‘Lord Nelson’ Mass, 
written in troubled times in 1798, with its dramatic harmonies and 

powerful melodies.  

In the troubled times of our own contemporary world, the simple 
warmth and humanity of the Nativity story continues to capture our 
emotions, often through the words and music of songs and carols. 
Our concert will include Vaughan Williams’ ‘Fantasia on Christmas 
Carols’ and the haunting melodies of ‘I Wonder as I Wander’,   ‘Ubi 

Caritas’ and Bruckner’s poignant ‘Locus Iste’.   

The Choir will be joined by Soloists Laurie Ashworth, Sarah Jillian 
Cox, Nicholas Hurndall Smith and Paul Im Thurn, with organist Peter 
Noke, who will all perform under the baton of Musical Director and 

Conductor, Marco Giudici.  

Tickets are £15 including glass of wine, and £7 for under-21s, 
available online at www.amblesidechoralsociety.org.uk or from 

choir members.  

http://www.amblesidechoralsociety.org.uk
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PARISH OF BRATHAY 
Holy Trinity Church, Bog Lane, Brathay, Nr. Ambleside LA22 0HS 

 

Services 
1st, 3rd  and 4th Sundays: 9:30am - BCP Holy Communion 

2nd Sunday: 9:30am - Matins 

Christmas Day service : 9.30am 

 

BRATHAY CHURCH HALL near Ambleside (LA22 0HS) is available to 

hire by the day or the hour.  Audio Visual Equipment is available and 

DVDs can be played on a large screen, making the Hall most suitable 

for presentations. We also have full internet access.  

The Hall can accommodate at least 40 people depending on the type 

of function and seating layout desired.  Local Clubs, organisations 

and private parties are most welcome.  Ample parking and 

accessible toilet facilities.  

To book, please email office@stmarysambleside.org.uk  

Please join us at our regular 

Coffee Mornings  

Thursdays at 10am in the Church Hall 

Coffee and Scones and a good chat. 

Everyone very welcome  
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School News – Ambleside CE Primary School 

 

Earlier in the autumn term, our year 6 children successfully 
completed their Bikeability training. It’s great to see so many of our 
children choosing to ride their bikes to school so supporting them in 
learning how to ride on the roads safely is really important for them. 
We’re keen to promote the benefits of bike riding with our younger 
children too and invited Pro Ride Coaching into school to work with 
them on our balance bikes. In their sessions, they learnt all about bike 
safety and enjoyed using the balance bikes to navigate obstacles and 
challenges. 

Our year 5 and 6 children were 
invited to Ambleside Parish Centre to 
join Gale for ‘Stories Together’. They 
met with Francis and Kenza who 
shared a story called ‘Stepping 
Stones – A Refugee’s Family’s 
Journey’ and read the story in both 
English and Arabic. The story was 
about a young girl who had to flee 
her hometown due to war with 

pictures in the book inspired by the stone artwork of Syrian artist 
Nizar Ali Badr. Afterwards, the children enjoyed having the 
opportunity to create their own artwork based on something that 
they would miss if they had to leave their home. 
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Advertising space 

Would you like to advertise your local business in this magazine?  

We have a few spaces available for the year beginning July 2022.  

Annual fees: £60 for a single slot, or £120 for a double slot. 

Please contact Judith Dixon at 0ffice@stmarysambleside.org.uk 

Before half-term, we held 
our annual Harvest Service in 
St Mary’s Church, Ambleside 
and were joined by lots of 
friends and family. In the run
-up to Harvest, we looked at 
the Christian values of 
generosity and thankfulness 
together. We thought about 
how, even the smallest gift 
can make a really positive impact on someone else. At Harvest, we 
reflected on the many things that we are grateful and thankful for in 
our lives (including our abundance of food) and our families 
generously brought along donations of food which were given to 
Ambleside Parish Centre’s Community Food Cupboard.  

We now turn our attention to the lead up to Christmas with lots of 
events and activities planned both in school and 
within the wider community and I look forward 
to sharing them with you in the New Year. On 
behalf of everyone in the primary school, I wish 
you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas. 

Mrs Alison Broom, Headteacher 
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HEALTH AND WELLBEING  DROP-IN   

at Ambleside Library 

This session is aimed at vulnerable people in the 
community and it’s a safe space to have a 1:1 chat about 

health and wellbeing and to find out more about our 
services: physical health, mental health, social wellbeing. 

Every third Monday of the month 11.30am to 12.30pm 

Next drop in dates:  

16th December  

& 20th January 

 Monday Meet Up 

 At the Parish Centre  

2pm - 4pm 

Open House every Monday for all ages 

Pop in to get together 

Have a chat, a cake and a cuppa 
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Highlights and Happenings at the Parish Centre 

As we reach the end of 2024 and look forward to 
welcoming 2025 it's heartening to reflect on the 
variety of events and regular social groups and 
classes that have brought our community together at the Centre 
throughout the year.  

Ambleside Kirkstone Rotary hosted a very successful Quiz Evening 
in November, raising £1000 for Centre Funds. With fun, friendly 
banter, and laughter we had a full hall of quizzers vying to win the 
coveted Smarty Pants Trophy. Thank you to everyone involved.  

The Centre also benefitted from Ursula’s Table Top Sale, giving new 
life to unwanted items while offering delicious bacon butties, 
homemade cakes, and refreshments. Special thanks to Ursula, our 
dedicated hospitality team, and all those who supported the event, 
especially the many parkrun participants.  

A big thank from everyone to Alison Pickering, who stepped down 
as APC’s Treasurer at the 2024 AGM in November. Alison played a 
key role in managing the centre's finances with her professional 
expertise and business experience. She will be greatly missed. 

The Christmas Craft Fair, Ceilidh and AGM - all took place after this 
edition went to print, more to follow next year! 

THE CENTRE WILL BE CLOSED, WITH ALL STAFF ON LEAVE FROM 
TUESDAY 24TH DECEMBER UNTIL MONDAY 6TH JANUARY  

Dates for your diary  

Community Café Wednesdays 10.30am - 11.30am 

Evergreens Wednesday 2.00 -3.30pm varied programme  

Dementia Support Group Tuesday December 17th December 

    & Tuesday January 21st 10.30 – 11.30 

Community Lunch Thursday 30th January 12.30 – 1.30 

For further information see our website www.amblesidepc.org.uk 

or Facebook page, Tel 015394 34172 or admin@amblesidepc.org.uk 
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Dementia Support  

at Ambleside Parish Centre 

Tuesday 17th December 
And  

Tuesday 21st January 
 

Come along for a coffee and a chat. 

Elaine from the Alzheimers Society will be 

joining us 
 

More details 015394 34172  

barratt573@btinternet.com 

CancerCare Christmas Fair 

and Coffee Morning 

Saturday 7th December 10.30am - 12.30pm 

at The Kelsick Centre Ambleside  

A variety of stalls to sell baked goods,  

preserves, toys, 

a tombola, raffle, and Christmas items 

Entry £2 ( includes coffee and biscuits) 

We look forward to seeing you on the 7th 
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 Our December talk will be: 

 The Wild, Wild West in Winter – the wildlife and 
snowy landscape of Montana, Wyoming, Utah 

and New Mexico 

Wildlife photographer Alan Walker will be telling us about 
this stunningly beautiful landscape and the wildlife it 

supports in temperatures below -25C. Amazing photos are 
guaranteed! 

 Thursday December 12th 7.30pm 

The Percival Lecture Theatre,  University of Cumbria 

 All welcome 

L IV E  G EN ER O U S L Y   
G O D  I S  A L L  G I V I NG ,  A L L  L O VI NG .  H I S  S O N F R EE L Y  L A I D  
D O W N H I S  L I F E  F O R  U S  A ND  W E G I VE  B EC A U S E  H E  H A S  

F I R S T  G I V EN  T O  U S .  
If you would like to support the mission of St Mary’s Ambleside by 
making a donation by Standing Order or 1-off donation, go to our 

website and click on “Support us”. You will also find our leaflet 
explaining how we plan to spend your donation. Thanks.  

For Holy Trinity Church Brathay, send a cheque to 'Holy Trinity Church 

Brathay', Brathay Church Hall, Bog Lane, Ambleside LA22 0HS 
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Cumbria Amenity Trust Mining History Society  

is a registered charity formed in 1979 to explore, 
research, conserve and maintain mineral and slate 
mines throughout Cumbria.  

 We are hosting  

 a public event  

  at The Force Cafe in Ambleside  

       on December 7th 

10am  Photographic display, Mineral Exhibition and  Publication  
  sales on throughout. 

11am  Talk ‘Fifty years of mining history and  Conservation in the 
  Lake District’  

12.30          Talk ‘The Elizabethan German Miners role in changing the  
  path of the British Isles towards an industrialised,   
  technology led Capitalist nation’.  

2pm  Talk ‘Greenside mine through old photographs’. 

3.30  Finish 

No charge, but donations welcome for a local charity. 
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Bellringing in Ambleside 

Here at St Mary’s we are fortunate to have a magnificent ring of eight 
bells, cast in 1901 by Taylor’s Bell Foundry of Loughborough. 

The bells form an octave tuned to D flat and the heaviest, known as 
the tenor, is an impressive 32½ hundred weight; that’s 1651kgs, or 
over 1.6 tons. According to R. H. Dove’s Guide to the Church Bells of 
Britain, ours is the fifth heaviest ring of eight in the British Isles, with 
only Adelaide Cathedral out-weighing us in the rest of the world. 

There is regular ringing before the 11 a.m. Sunday service, when the 
small local band is often augmented by visitors from other towers 
around the country. With the help of other local bands, we also hold 
occasional practice nights on Monday evenings. 

Bellringing is a fascinating and truly unique hobby. It enables you to 
develop new skills, take part in a centuries-old tradition, and meet 
new people, as well as offering gentle physical and mental exercise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We always welcome new recruits. If you are interested in finding out 
more, contact  Peter Gardener: 01539 823302; 07979885048; 
candpgardner@googlemail.com  or  Siobhan Routledge: 
07901541787; siobhanrchapman@gmail.com 

Words: Siobhan Routledge       Picture: Chris Routledge 
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RYDAL WI  -  In Ambleside 
Your local WI (Founded in 1952) 

 
THINK YOU KNOW THE WI? 

 
IT'S NOT JUST JAM and JERUSALEM 

 
Since its inception in 1915 the WI's aim has been to further the 
interests of women by being an organisation which 

 supports women 

 holds social gatherings 

 organises cultural and sporting visits and activities 

 offers opportunities to learn new skills 

 takes up campaigns on local or national issues 

 brings in speakers on wide topics of interest 

At our AGM in November the report on our year's activities showed 
what a varied programme we had enjoyed - talks, theatre and cinema 
trips, walks, lunches, games, supporting local causes, donating items 
to organisations. 

Rummikub sessions in the library on Fridays (except the 2nd in the 
month) will continue at 1.30pm.  These are open to all. 

If you would like to find out more contact our secretary 

rydalwisec@gmail.com 

mailto:rydalwisec@gmail.com
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Ambleside Kirkstone Rotary Hosts  

Successful Quiz Evening 

Ambleside Kirkstone Rotary Club recently held a highly successful 
Quiz Evening at the Parish Centre. The event was a sell-out, drawing a 
full hall of enthusiastic teams competing for the much-coveted 
Smarty Pants Trophy, as well as a range of other prizes. 
 
The evening included a well-stocked bar and a raffle, adding to the 
festive atmosphere. Thanks to the generous support of all attendees, 
the event raised an impressive £1,000, which will go towards 
supporting the ongoing work and activities of the Parish Centre. 
 
The Rotary Club would like to thank everyone who took part, donated 
prizes, or contributed to making the event such a success. The funds 
raised will play a vital role in ensuring that the Parish Centre 
continues to serve the local community. 
 

If you would like to join us or would like more info about the club 
please contact  

 Judy Fry at 07739 597350 judyfry7@gmail.com 
Allison Peak 07849519133 peaks1405@gmail.com  

https://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=1887 
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Tackling your finances - small 
changes with big effects 

Sometimes tackling your finances can 
feel overwhelming, but small steps can make a big difference, and 
planning ahead helps you feel in control of your spending.  

A quick way to understand where your money goes is to keep a 
spending diary for a week, then make a simple weekly or monthly 
budget. Have regular money check-ins where you review your 
finances to see what’s working and if anything needs adjusting.  

Prepare for predictable future expenses, like council tax, car costs, 
TV licence, Christmas and birthday presents, or upcoming big 
events like moving house. They all need to go in the budget. Putting 
a bit aside each month can make these expenses easier. 

There are also unpredictable costs, like a boiler or car breakdown. 
Even a small amount set aside each month for an emergency fund 
can give you peace of mind. It’s worth considering insurance, such 
as home or pet insurance, which can offer financial security in case 
of unexpected events. 

Making sure your credit report is accurate can help improve your 
credit score and make it easier to borrow money or access financial 
products and services in the future. The Citizens Advice website 
tells you how you can check your credit report for free. 

If you are worried about falling into debt, or already can’t pay your 
bills, talk to South Lakes Citizens Advice. They can advise you on any 
benefits, grants or financial support that you might be eligible for, 
and help you to deal with your debt. 

Free, confidential advice and help is available.  
Call 015394 46464 (9.30am – 2pm, Monday – Friday) 

Drop in sessions at Wainwright's Yard, Kendal, LA9 4DP (10am – 
1pm, Tuesday and Thursday)Adviceline: 0808 2787 984 (9am - 

5pm, Monday – Friday) 
email advice via the submission page on our website 

www.southlakescab.org.uk 

http://www.southlakescab.org.uk/
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FEBRUARY ISSUE 
Please could all articles be emailed to Judith Dixon at 

office@stmarysambleside.org.uk by 11th January. 
Could they please be in Microsoft word format or similar? No PDFs 

please. Larger articles should not be more than 250 words.   
Thank you! 

Good News for Ambleside 
Your church in Ambleside is committed to praying for its area. We 
have been doing this by praying for you, street by street, month by 
month. Now we would like to  invite you to join us! Please tell us 

what we can pray for or give praise to God for on your  behalf. 
 

Loughrigg Avenue, Loughrigg Meadow, Loughrigg Park, The 
Brandrith, The Slack, Church Street, King Street, Compston Street, St 
Mary’s Lane, Knott Street, Kelsick Road, Castlefield, Greenbank Rise, 

High Greenbank, Greenbank Road, Nook Lane, Bell View Lane, 
Sweden Bridge Lane, Sweden Park, Ellerigg Road, 

Mac Yard, The Green. 
Do contact us and let us know what can we pray for 

during December and January.  
Email Judith Dixon: office@stmarysambleside.org.uk  

or telephone: 015394 34512 

From the Registers 

Wedding:   Amy Pattinson and David Blakeney on 21st November  

Baptisms: Archie Dixon on 24th November  

  Daisy and Zara Green on 27th October 

Funeral:  Eileen Hutchinson on 20th November  

Interment of Ashes:  Robin Love 1st November 

Floodlighting: In memory of Barbara and Dennis Lewis who looked  

  after the College and its students – October 2024. 

  For Lynne Ferguson on 24th September 
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